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WHY IS THIS A PROBLEM NOW?

(demographics)

Increasingly competitive college admissions:

Â Greater number of graduating high school seniors 

Â Higher percentage of high school graduates attending college

Â Greater number of college applications per high school senior 

Â Relatively constant number of freshmen seats available 

http://www.collegeadmissioninfo.com/

http://www.collegeadmissioninfo.com/
http://www.collegeadmissioninfo.com/


WHY IS THIS A PROBLEM NOW?
(costs)

Â Over the past 30 years:

Ã College costs increased more rapidly than costs of other goods 
and services

Â Over the past 10 years:

Ã > 5 % increase per yr in total costs for private four-year higher 
education

Ã > 6 %  increase per yr in total costs for public four-year higher 
education



HOW DO WE COMPARE?

2005 SAT

READING

(AVERAGE)

2005 SAT

MATH

(AVERAGE)

2005 SAT

TOTAL

(AVERAGE)

2005  GPA

(AVERAGE)

FCPS 549 565 1114 2.91

NATION 508 520 1028 2.98



Standards: Grading Scales and 

Advanced Course Weighting

GRADING SCALES

Fairfax County Scale 10 point scale

94 - 100    A 90 - 100    A

90 - 93      B+ 80 ï89     B

84 - 89      B 70 ï79     C

80 - 83      C+ 60 ï69     D

74 - 79      C Below 60  F

70 - 73      D+

64 - 69      D

Below 64  F

WEIGHTED POINTS FOR HONORS AND AP/IB CLASSES:

Honors Classes (0 extra points /.5 extra points / 1.0 extra point)

AP/IB Classes   (.5 extra points / 1.0 extra point)



GRADING POLICIES: IMPACT ON LETTER 

GRADES AND GPAs for VIRGINIA SCHOOLS

Course
Numeric 

Score
FAIRFAX ARLINGTON

FALLS 

CHURCH
LOUDOUN

PRINCE 

WILLIAM

MATH Honors 93% B+ A A A A

ENGLISH 

AP
90% B+ A A- B+ B+

PHYSICS

Honors
99% A A A+ A+ A

US HISTORY     

AP
83% C+ B B C+ C+

SPANISH 93% B+ A A A A

Un-weighted GPA 3.40 3.80 3.80 3.58 3.56

Weighted GPA 3.60 4.20 4.20 3.86 4.06

Blue grades indicate 10 pt scale 0.5 AP 1.0 AP 1.0 AP 0.7 AP

0.5 some               

Honors

1.0 AP



FAIRFAX COUNTY ïMONTGOMERY COUNTY

GRADING POLICIES IMPACT


